
Entertainment Performance Licencing Policy 
 
 
Introduction  
 
Carlisle Dance Academy follow the child performance licensing and activities legislation sets 
out the arrangements that must be made to safeguard children when they take part in 
certain types of performances, paid sport or paid modelling. 
    
The legislation sets out what the law requires of people responsible for putting on 
performances with children or engaging them in paid sport or paid modelling. The relevant 
primary legislation is Part II of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933 and Part II of the 
Children and Young Persons Act 1963.   
Streamlined and simplified regulations, the Children (Performances and Activities) (England) 
Regulations 2014, came into force on 6 February 2015. The regulations are self-explanatory, 
so the government does not intend to set out detailed explanation of each of the provisions. 
 
The term 'entertainment' includes: 

1. Taking part in a performance where the public pay to have access.  
2. Any performance in licensed premises, (hotel, public house etc.)  
3. Any broadcast performance.  
4. Any performance not falling within (3) above but included in a programme service.  
5. Any performance that is being recorded for use in a broadcast, programme service or 

film.  
6. Taking part in modelling or sport for which the child or any other person receives 

payment.  

 
Licencing  
 
To ensure Carlisle Dance Academy abide by all set laws, and regulations in places to ensure 
our performance, events, activities are all approved by Cumbria County Councils Department 
Child Employment and Entertainments, Children's Services; we must have a secure 
partnership working relationship. This requires us to provide children’s personal information 
(See GDPR policy). 
 
Legislation is in force to secure the health, proper treatment, and education of children whilst 
with all such children from the day they are born through to the day when they are no longer 
of compulsory school age. Compulsory school age finishes on the day the child can legally 
leave school, which is the last Friday in June of the school year in which the child reaches 16 
years of age. It does not finish on their sixteenth birthday. 
 
Children taking part in entertainment require a Performance Licence issued by the child’s 
Local Authority and applied for by the person who is responsible for the production or 
activity. This person is called the Licence Holder (Laura Irwin) and is named on the child’s 
licence. The licence relates to a named child and allows that child to take part in a particular 



performance or activity. Carlisle Dance Academy follow exception 2 to this requirement - 
When the production is organised by an amateur group such as a youth club or amateur 
operatic society (the legislation calls this group a ‘Body of Persons’). The organisers of the 
group must apply for and obtain permission from the Local Authority before any child can 
appear in their production.   
 
Carlisle Dance Academy hold a ‘Body of Persons Approval’ licence under the Licence Holder 
of Laura Irwin (Principle of the Academy). A Body of Persons licence allows customer, pupils 
and performances of Carlisle Dance Academy to perform in amateur productions without 
holding individual child performance licence. 
 
 
Chaperones  
 
The legislation sometimes refers to a person called a ‘Matron’, more commonly known as a 
‘Chaperone’, and this is someone who looks after the welfare of a child who is taking part in 
entertainment. 
 
Carlisle Dance Academy have approved chaperones/matron by Cumbria Country Council.  
The Chaperone, who may be a man or a woman, is the KEY PERSON who protects, safeguards 
and supports the child and is responsible for the child’s welfare. The Chaperone is acting in 
loco parentis and their first duty is to the children in their care. The child’s welfare overrides 
the needs of the Carlisle Dance Academy’s production team and the principle. The 
Chaperone is the person who has the care and control of the child; and must ensure the 
child’s well-being, even though they may at times be under pressure from other quarters to 
ensure, for instance, that schedules are kept or more rehearsal time is required. 
 
Before each performance, event, or activity that Carlisle Dance Academy organise, 
performances within using chaperones will require a briefing, and/or meeting, prior and/or 
the day of the performance, activity. This is to ensure the Academy has a strong partnership 
with all chaperones obtaining the role and responsibility of the chaperones are clear and met 
to the highest standard with children’s being paramount.  
 
For all performances, events, activities CDA abide by the legal maximum number of children 
that one Chaperone may look after is 12; reviewing the circumstances of each individual 
performance; the children, event, building/premises, travel, age and type of performance, 
CDA will change this ratio number to suit the needs.  
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